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UNDERSTANDING WHAT JESUS WANTS HIS FOLLOWERS TO BE AND TO DO
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..Let's look at some background

- it takes place early in'the mlnlstry ofJesus.

- itiis also recorded in Luke’s gospel
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(Luke 6:17-49), but it is much shortétg %
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- great crowds are following Him at thls t|me
because of His teaching and the healing of .
the sick. (Matt. 4:23-25)




l.'Let’s look at some background
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| S great crowds-are following Him at thls time
because of His teaching and the healmg of.
the sick. (I\/Iatt 4:23-25)

- although not just his disciples were present,
Jesus directs these words to His disciples.




- Jesus didn’t preach it on top of a mounfaim, He
preached it from halfway down.the mouhtain,

with-His hearers above Him,.in a natural

amphltheater B 3‘,%; ;,.

-. g J‘/fé‘
el 32




- Jesus didn’t preach it on top of a mounLtain.:«He
preached it from halfway down the mou;ntain,

with-His hearers above Him,.in a natural
, 3 4
amphitheater.” ; o

- it tells us What Jesus wants His fo‘lxlowérs tcp be
and to dox ‘




- Jesus didn’t preach it on top of a mountain,.,
He préached it from halfway.downithe /|
mountain, with His hearers. above Him, m a

“natural amphitheater.“ : 3%;.;,. k,

U; 41
- it tells us What Jesus wants His followérs tcp

be and to‘do. ,

- it is probably thg most quoted and know-‘n
portion of the Bible other than possibly the
10 Commandments.




The Sermon on the. Mount

is probably the best- known part ,
of the teaching of Jesus el
" thougharguably itisthe

least understood, and certalnly |

it is the least obeyed.




.- Let’s Iook at the themes of the |
sermon..
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Jesus is calling His followers to be dlfferent.
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‘Matthew 6:8a NLT wf«
8 Don’t be like them, S




Leviticus 18:1-5 NLT - :

1 Then'the Lord said to Moses; 2“Give the
following instructions to the.people of: ISr‘aeI I
am the Lord your God. >So do not/act I4ke ghe | &
‘people in.Egypt, where you used to ||v*e of Ilke v
the people of Canaan, where | am takmg you |

You must not imitate their way of life. 4 You
must obey all my. regulations and be careful to
obey my decrees, for | am the Lord your

God. > If you obey my decrees and my
regulations, you will find life through them. |
am the Lord.




1'Sam. 8:5, 19-20 N
5 “Look,” they told
yoursons are not li
judge us like all'the

Al | (I
im, “you’are now old, and
ce you. Give Us a klng to
other natlons}»ha ﬁ !

~19But the people refused to listen to Samuel S
. warning. “Even so, we still Want a king,” they .
said. 2 “We want to be like the nations around
us. Qur king will J[]‘dge us and.lead us into

battle.”




Jesus wants us different from... g

- the nommal church.

Rei 3B NIT. ¢ 7o dh Sl A
"1 know all the things you do, and: thafk you
‘have a reputatlon for being aI|ve but’ you are

dead”




- the secular world.

Ephesians 4:17-24 NLT'
17\\/ith the Lord’s authorlty I say this: lee no
longer as the Gentiles do, for.they ar%
~hopelessly confused. 3 Their minds are full of

- darkness; they wander far from the life God
gives because they have cIosed their minds

have no sense of shame They live for Iustful

pleasure and eagerly practice every kind of
impurity. ‘




20 But that isn’t what you learned about
Christ. 21 Since you have heardabout Jesus
and have learned the truth-that comes 'from
him, 22 throw off your old sinful nature and

- your former way of life, which is éorrupted o}
lust and ‘deception.?® Instead, let the Spirit
renew your thoughts and attitudes. 24 Put on
your new nature; created to be like God—
truly rlghteous and holy.




Jesus is.presenting a Christian counter-
culture, »
Matthew 5:27a, 5:283-

%7 “You have heard...”
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In this Christian counter-cultureitHe shows
us. . |
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- aChristian's value'system.> = 7
- Christian ethical standards.. <" % | 4
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In this Christian counter-cultureitHe shows
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- a Christian's religious devotions |~ =

- a Christian attitude to money.'
- Christian's ambition.
- a Christian lifestyle.




In_this Christian counter-culturesHeshows
US:..e.” | 7 A A

-3 Chﬂstlan s value system

- Christian ethical standards. AT

" 'a Christian's religious devotion./ | .
- a.Christian-attitude to money. !

- Christian's ambition.
- a Christian lifestyle.
- a Christian netwaork of relationships.







Can we meet these standards c0’nsidering..‘:-;

- our self-assertive egotlsm how can we be

meek? . i Sk Pl
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lustful looks and thoughts? & "= & o
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- our absorptlon in the cares of the world how
can we not worry? :




Can we meet these standards con5|der|ng

_'our-self-assertive egotlsm how can we be

meek? 3

- our sexual passion; how can we-ﬂrefr,am from
- lustful Iooks and thoughts? _:* o i

- our absorptlon in the cares of the World how
can we not worry?

--our proneness to anger and desire for
revenge; how canh we be expected to love

our enemies?




"For the standards of the sermon. are neither
readily attainable by every man, nor totally
unattainable by any man. To put them
beyond anybody's reach is'to ignore the L&
.purpose of Christ's'sermon; to put th‘ém Wlthln "
‘everybody s is to ignore the reality of man 'S sin, |
" They are attainable all right, but.only by :
those who have experlenced the new
birth which Jesus told Nicodemus was
the indispensable condition of seeing and
entering God's kingdom." - John Stott




John 3:3 NLT :
3 Jesus replied, “I tell you the truth, unless you

are born.again, you cannot see the ngd@m o
, Ve
God.” SN (R
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John 3:3 NLT v W 1 Vs skl
3 Jesus replied, “Itell you thetruth, unless you
are ern again, you cannot, see the ngdom of
God” A B

”;
2 Cor. 5:17 NLT 23
- 17This means that anyone who belongs to

Christ has become a new person. The old life:is
gone; a new life has begun!
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